4 Apnl16,2016

Put Out Into the

Last year, the diocese offered its first
Mass of Hope and Healing requested by sur-
vivors of sexual abuse. There was a very pos-
itive reaction on behalf of survivors, lay faith-
ful, and clergy. Many stated how they expe-
rienced it as a grace-filled evening, This year,
the second Mass of Hope and Healing will
take place on Thursday, April 21, at 7 p.m., at
Our Lady Queens of Martyrs Church in
Forest Hills.

Also last year, a group of survivors came
together for the first time, working with our
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Ms, Jasmine
Salazar, who is a licensed social worker, to
explore and give voice on what survivors felt
is needed for healing, This also provided an
Opportunity for these survivors to meet each
other, and share in their experience. The

group has since become the Diocesan
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The Healing from Abuse Continues

My dear brothers and sisters in the Lord,

e
arents, and children.

Z}:\(;‘slsoefs ’sugvivors often have to deal first hand

with the effects of the trauma caused by the

sexual abuse victims endured.

We cannot ignore that healing is also
necessary for our lay faithful, those who
bravely fill our pews when others challenge
them for remaining faithful Catholics after
an epidemic of sexual abuse had occurred in
the Church and caused such scandal Now
that the movie “Spotlight” has given wus
another vehicle to discuss this difficult topic,
our Diocese will offer evenings of discussion
in Brooklyn and Queens. These evenings of
discussion will allow our lay faithful to share
their reaction to the movie, share their con-
cerns, their anger, their fears and pain and
also gain knowledge and awareness of what
the Church is actively doing to prevent such
abuse from ever happening again.

The Mass of Hope and Healing allows
victims, who haye wished to remain anony-
mous, to take part jp, 5 step towards healing,
and perhaps ayail themselves of the assis-
tance provided by the diocese, rather than
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This Mass of Hope and Healing is o

second attempt to Put out into the deep m!

address the difficult issue of healing fron
sexual abyge.
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